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“We need Brothers!”,Champagnat declares.

 The statement comes from our founder saint Marcellin Champagnat. Each one of us may ask  a question, “ What for?” Father Champagnat must have thought that it is a complementary vocation in the church and complete in itself. Our place is irreplaceable. We would say that we need consecrated people as reminders to the rest of humanity. Whenever people see us they see a consecrated person, not simply a classroom teacher. I have read and discovered that  not all the early brothers were  fit for classroom situation. Skills of the brothers were identified and put to good use for the upkeep of the community. Some used their skills to produce some income and others were internal managers. Brotherhood must be a vocation that identifies the skills of the brothers and put them to good use. When we allow our brothers to excel in their skills, we should be doing the will of God who gives gifts as he  wishes for the common good. Living together as members of the family, we can top up one another with our diverse skills and abilities. Unfortunately, sometimes we do not tap these skills from our brothers and we may put people where they will be ineffective and will never experience the joy of discovering their abilities and put them to good use. Yes, we are known as Marist Brothers of the school but shall all of us have a place in the classroom? Are those brothers who do not teach half brothers? I suppose not. Our vocation is to be consecrated people and that alone should radiate joy in all of us who have the call. What unites us radically is our consecration, family life which we call community life made up of diverse abilities, some form of apostolate that fits our abilities, life of personal and community prayer. One pioneer brother was a weaver and he was as happy as those who were in the classroom apostolate. The title that we will never lose is that of being a Brother, a prophet of all times. Was being a teacher having a witness value in France?   It seems in France at a time the teachers never gave a good example that people could admire and applaud a teaching profession, though noble as it is and Champagnat  and many others were not blind to this reality. Our school at La Valla started with the an ex- De La Salle brother, an excellent tutor. After a while he lost interest in the Brothers school. His life was becoming a scandal to the young brothers whom he was helping with excellent teaching methods. Father Champagnat himself demoted him from the  trustworthy seat and put Br. Jean Marie Granjon instead. He became an excellent head and won the trust, esteem and confidence of authorities and parents. The school was a success indeed. However, this does not mean that lay men  or women can not be excellent headmasters, not at all and far from it. Come to our schools in South Africa and you will be proved wrong if you hold such illusions. Our vocation is to be  community and church representatives in the places where we can do something according to our abilities.  If people will be pointing at us models to be imitated by their children, then, we have won the game.  Our early brothers were young, some even younger than us but they had been Apostles who were appreciated  everywhere. Today we do have the new Mr. Colomb who appreciate our works, whether in the school setting or elsewhere. Dioceses ask for us because they have seen what we can do but we should also show them how we live our Christian life. This gives a witness definition of being brother which surpasses what we do.
The school at  Bourg- argental which opened  on 2nd January 1822 at the request of Mr. Devaux de Pleyne who was briefed of our wonderful works by Mr. Colomb deserves mention too. The headmaster there was the same Jean Marie Granjon and Br. Louis replaced him at La Valla. We know that Br. Louis is the best model of obedience. I was chatting with the first year novices today in class that  when pride will take hold of  us  in the future, let us make a novena to brother Louis who obeyed Fr. Champagnat to the letter even when Fr. Allirot wanted to keep him. Obedience can be an issue these days, even to us who profess it but we have our ancestor to help us, and this is none rather than Louis. Many  of us know that he too delayed to make final vows and Jean Marie Granjon laughed at him but Fr. Champagnat respected him and he was right. Let us never laugh at others who delay at making final vows which sometimes prudence allows. The good brother made a serious discernment and died as a brother, a great inspiration to all of us. To come back to the school l have just mentioned, Fr. Champagnat advised brothers to destroy the reign of sin in the children, to lead them to virtue, to preserve their innocence, to help them for their first communion and make Jesus known and loved.  We can also do the same in other places of our work. Champagnat  was flexible in accepting requests and could accept requests even from urban areas though he still stressed the rural areas as our place. He  always urged the brothers to pay homage to our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, introduce themselves to the parish priest and to the mayor. As brothers we do not forget the  value of respect of special authorities in the places where we work. We invite them from time to time during  prize giving days or the Champagnat days every year. We administer the schools on their behalf. After all our Constitutions remind us that the church sends us where we can be more effective according to our abilities. The final advice was, “ Good Example.” He called it the first lesson. We can be good exsamples anywhere as consecrated men. I said to myself that if we the brothers will have a big impact in our places of mission, example will have to top all others ways and means that we use. This makes me repeat  what the Pope John Paul II said, that the young people close their ears to what they hear but open their eyes to what they see. Even our fellow adults maybe expecting the same from us. Generally as brothers we are people who live what we proclaim. It is this that we become prophets who preach what we  live in a concrete social political context. We shall have to pray for one another in this area for our ministry to be more appealing and effective in this materialistic age. The pioneer brothers were applauded because they lived what they proclaimed. May God give us the strength to carry on the good works of the pioneer brothers. The world today needs people who put into practice what they teach or learn, as brothers we can be among the first to give that model which  the world wants to see in practice. Union of prayers.
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